A Vision for the Episcopal Church’s
Diocese of Pittsburgh after Realignment

Members of our diocese have to make a decision about realignment.
They deserve to know what vision we who will remain members of The
Episcopal Church have for our diocese after the realigners leave.

We are followers of Jesus Christ, whom we accept as our Lord and Savior. We
will continue our worship according to the Book of Common Prayer. We will recite
the creeds with enthusiasm and without irony. We will be thankful for the people
next to us and will not need to know whether their theological understanding
exactly matches our own. We will join them at the Lord's Table. We will continue to
love God and our neighbor, and to share our faith with all those who will listen,
though listening is not a prerequisite for neighborliness.

We will build a diocese that sees its primary job as supporting local
congregations, which it does

o Directly, by helping congregations find clergy appropriate for them,
offering loans and grants, and providing additional services:;

e Indirectly, by connecting congregations with each other for mutual
support; by offering training, education, and other resources to individuals
and congregations; by providing common fellowship and worship
opportunities; by sponsoring mission projects too big for individual
congregations to undertake; and by being a good steward of common
assefts.

We will build a diocese devoted fo figuring out how we all can work together, not
how we can "win” battles with our diocesan brothers and sisters. We will welcome
back into our church any who wish to rejoin us on our mission journey.

We will build a diocese that shows concern for the poor and the downtrodden,
that has a passion for a just society, and that respects the dignity of every human
being.

We will build a diocese that participates fully in The Episcopal Church and seeks
to make it better through its democratic mechanisms.

We will elect a bishop who shares our values, as outlined here. When that bishop
retires, we expect him or her to be celebrated for having had an exceptionally
successful episcopate.
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